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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D-C 20231 



Sir: 



Tins Information Disclosure Statement is filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1-56, 1.97 and 1.98. 
The items listed on form PTO-144 1 ', a copy of which is enclosed, may be deemed to be pertinent \o the above- 
identified application and arc made of record to assist the Parent and Trademark Office in its examination of this 
application- Hie Examiner is respectfully requested to fully consider the items and to independently ascertain 
their teaching. 

1. [ X ] For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the 

English language, an International Search Report from the corresponding International Application 
noting the relevance of thai, item is enclosed: 

DE A 3 231 310: DE A 2 935 205: EP A Q 223.642: EP A 0 530.741 

2. [ ) For each of the following 'terns listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the 

English language, a concise explanation of the relevance of mat item is incorporated in the specification 
of the abovc-idmtified application. 

3. IX ] Any copy of the items list* 4 on the enclosed copy of Form FTO-1449 that is not enclosed with this 

Information Disclosure Statement was previously cited by or submitted to the Pateut and Trademark 
Office in the prior [X ] Continuation, J. ] Divisional or [ J Contmuation-In-Part application under 37 
C.F.R- §1.60, U.S. Senal No. 08/553.573 _, . filed November 27. 1996 . 

4. I X J No fee is due under 37 C.F.R- §Ll7(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed 
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(X } 37 C F\R. §1. 97(b)(1). within three months of the filing date of the above-identified 
application. 

[ J 37 C.F.R. §L97(b}(2), within Three monies of the dare of entry into the national stage as set 
fonh in §1 -491 in an mieruational application- 

|x 1 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b)(3), before the mailing date of a firsi Office action on ihe merits. 

5, [ 1 No fee is due under 37 C.F R. §1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed 

in compliance with 37 C.F.^. § 1.97(c), after the period specified in paragraph 4 above but before the 
mailing date of a final actiou or a Notice of Allowance (where there has been no prior final action), 
and is accompanied by one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) sei fonh in paragraph 9 
below 

6, [ J a fee is due under 37 C.F.rt- §l.l7(p) for this lnfonrwuon Disclosure Statement since it is being filed 

in compliance wilh 37 CF R- §1 .97(c), after the period specified in paragraph 4 above but before the 
mailing date of a final actio a or a notice of allowance (where there has been no prior final action); 

I J A check in the amuum of $220.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee. 

[ ] Charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 13-4500. Order No. „„, . , - A 

DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED. 

7. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R- S1.17(i)(l) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being 

filed in compliance with 37 C.F ,R. §1. 97(d), after the mailing date of a final anion or a notice of 
allowance, whichever comes first, but before payment of the issue fee, and is accompanied by: 

zi. one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R- §1 -97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 below; and 

b. the attached petition requesting consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement; and 

c. the fee due under J7 C.F.R, §1 . 17(i)(i) which is paid as set forth in paragraph 10 below. 

8. L ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R- §1.17(i)U) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being 

filed in compliance with: 

a. I J 37 C.F.R- §1.313(0X3), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in this 
Information Disclosure Statement may render at least One claim unpatentable and is 
accompanied by d^c attached Perition To Withdraw Application From Issue; 

b- [ 1 37 C.F.R. 51.313(b)(5), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in this 
Information Disclosure Statement is to be considered in a Continuation application upon 
abandonment of do: instant application and is accompanied by the attached Petition To 
Withdraw Application From Issue. 

c. The fee due undei 37 C.F.R. §1,17(0(1) H paid as set forth in paragraph 10 below. 
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9. I J J hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 

cited in a communication frcm a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three monihs prior to tV filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, 

[ ] I hereby centfy that no item of information in the Information Disclosure Statement Tiled herewith was 
cited in a communication frum a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my 
Knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more 
than three months prior to die tiling of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

10. [ ] A chock in [he amount of $i30.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F-R. §1 .17(i)(l>. 

[ ] Charge the fee due under 3'v CF-R. §l.!7(i)U) to Deposit Account No. 13^500. Order No. 
. A DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED- 

[ x ] The Assistant Comnussioaei is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required 
for this Information Disclosure Statement, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-4500. 
Od*r No- 134g~4293 USl . A DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MORGAN & FINNEGAN, LLP, 



Dared; March 3). 1098 By: Ian G. Pi Bernardo 

Registration No^___^0j$l 

Mailing Address. 

MORGAN & FINNEGAN, LLP 

345 Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10154 

(212)758^800 

(2 12) 75 1 -6S49 Telecopier 



FORM IDS.NY 
Rev. 9/29/95 
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AjVLlCAtfTO 1 


fiLING DaT£ 


OROU*' AKT UNIT 




EXAMINEE 




DOCUMfNT NUMHEK 


PATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUPCIaSS 


Fu^inG Pat* 






2,733,797 


2/7/56 


Almcn ?i al. 












5.273.819 


12/93 


lex 


42* 










4.836.507 






264 


143 








4,743.6*3 


5/88 


Roycr 


523 


150 








4,130,537 


12/78 
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260 
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Olry 


2U 


no 








4,861.809 


8/89 


Ogawa « al. 


523 


149 
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4/94 




51 


29* 






>REIGN PATENT POCCJMKNTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 




Class 


SUBCLASS 


TKAn^kAllOM 


YfcS 


NO 






742,043 


J 2/2 1/95 


Greal Britain 














601,903 


5/13/48 


Great Britain 














0 451 320 A2 


10/16/91 


European Patent Office (English) 














3.231.310A 1 


2/23/94 


Germany 








X 






2,935,205 A 1 


4/9/81 


Germany 








X 






0 233 642 


10/2/85 


European Patent Office (.French) 








X 






0 530 741 Al 


3/10/95 


European Patent Office (Freudi) 








X 


OTHER DOCUMEJVTS {Including #u*h$r w Tide, i>ar* P PenmwPapt 


to, Etc.) 








JP910071291/92-410457 Derweut abstract, 29 October 1992 






EXAMI 


NER 






DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance anu not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE PgipP 



Applicants) 
Serial No. 
Filed 
for 



Menard et :J. 
09/041,538 
March 11, 1998 



Group Art Unit: 1771 
Examiner A. Singh 



©IMTHAi FAX ©INTIIR 

FEB 2 4 2004 



OFF! 



FRICTION MATERIAL DESIGNED FOR FITTING TO A DEVICE 
EMPLOYING FRICTION IN A LIQUID MEDIUM, AND THE 
METHOD OF PRODUCING SUCH A FRICTION MATERIAL AND 
THE DEVICE TO WHICH IT IS FITTED 



REQUEST FOR INITIALED FTO-1449 AND 
PUBLICATION OF REFERENCE CITATIONS ON PATENT TO ISSUE 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The following request is submitted in response to a Notice of Allowance dated February 
12, 2004, and setting a issue fee oue date of May 12, 2004. No fee and petition are believed to 
be necessary for consideration of this request- However, should any fee be deemed necessary, 
the Commissioner is authorized t<> charge Deposit Account No. 13-4500, Order No. 1948- 
4293 US 1. A DUPLICATE COPY" OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED. Moreover, should any 
petition be deemed necessary for consideration of this Request, such petition is hereby made. 

REMARKS 

The Applicants request return by the Office of an initialed PTO-J449 verifying 
consideration of all foreign references submitted to the Office by Information Disclosure 
Statement. The Applicants make this request to ensure that such foreign references are printed 
on the face of the patent to issue on this application. 

With the filing of the preseni continuation application on March 11, 1998, the Applicants 
submitted an Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) and PTO-1449 (both attached as Appendix 

X 

823459 vl 
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